
VBS is ON! 2021: Rocky Railroad Where Jesus’ Power Pulls us Through
COVID Plan

This plan is based on CDC COVID guidelines as of April 1, 2021. As recommendations change,
our plan may change as well.

Virtual and In-person options
We will have both in person and virtual options available to Faith UMC and Faithful Friends
Preschool families. Church members will be allowed to bring guests as part of their pod
(described later), but other guests will not be allowed to attend in-person. Virtual options will
consist of live streaming activities in Worship and Life, as well as additional lesson videos,
activity directions, and materials available to use at home. CDC guidelines will allow us
approximately 125 people (volunteers and participants) in Worship and Life. In person
registration will be limited to approximately 60 in person participants to allow for family and
volunteers also in attendance.

Pods/Crews
Instead of our traditional crews that consist of children from different families, we are asking
families to create family pods. Pods will consist of anyone attending from your household.
Families from Faith may create pods together within their comfort level. Families may also invite
non-Faith families to join their pod. Pods may be as small or as large as all within the pod are
comfortable. As an example. The Vincent family can create a pod with only their family, create a
pod with the Simon family, or could invite their non-Faith family or friends they already spend
time with to be part of their pod. Families may also choose to have the VBS directors group
them with other Faith families. Each pod will have their own designated space in worship and
life throughout VBS that will remain 6 or more feet away from other pods. Each pod will provide
at least one adult or high school student to be with their pod each night as we will not be using
our normal crew leader volunteers. Based on each pod’s size/needs, some pods may want to
consider having multiple adults to help with their children with activities and supervision. Pod
leaders can be the same all 5 nights, or change each night, and can be parents, grandparents,
high school siblings, etc from any family in the pod as long as all families are comfortable with
the pod leader.

Time
Sunday check in-5:30-6:30
Mon-Thur check in- 6:00-6:30
VBS program- 6:30-8:00
Sunday will have a longer check in time while we invite family pods to come and set up their
crossing station with blankets, chairs and a provided craft. We have a 30 min check in time to
allow family arrivals to be spaced out to allow better social distancing. During the check in time,
there will be music playing in Worship and Life.

Participant Ages
Our VBS program typically runs 3 yr olds through upcoming 5th graders. As we will be working
in pods, we will not be able to offer separate preschool and elementary rotations. We will keep
this in mind while planning lessons and activities. Also, as we are offering VBS as a family event
this year, we welcome children outside of these age ranges, but may not have activities suitable



to their age. Every child that is participating and needing materials will need to be registered
separately.

● Upcoming 6th graders will have the choice to be a participant or help as a volunteer.
Volunteer opportunities will be limited with this year’s format. Since they did not have the
opportunity to get recognized at VBS 2020, they will be recognized on Sunday evening.

● Upcoming 5th graders will be recognized like normal on Thursday night.

Check In/Screening
We will have check in set up outside in the North portico entrance each night. Families will have
needed supply kits to pick up as well as health screenings. We will follow current CDC and
health dept. guidelines for screening procedures that may include temperature checks and a
series of health questions. Families will also be asked to not attend in person activities if they
are not feeling well.

Masks
Each individual in the building will be required to wear a mask according to CDC guidelines. We
ask that gaiters not be worn. For individuals with health concerns and not able to wear a face
mask, we request face shields to be worn. If any individual is needing a mask break, please
move to an isolated space at the edge of the room, then mask up as soon as you are able to do
so.

Contact Tracing
Current protocol for contact tracing is 15 minutes daily or longer at less than 6 feet. The need for
contact tracing should be limited to only those within a given pod, should the need arise. Pods
should maintain a minimum 6 foot distance between other pods. We will maintain a map of pod
locations and will contact parents if needed. We will also request contact information for each
family in every pod. ALL child participants should register online to make sure we have up to
date contact information for every child.

Cleaning
Sanitizer and clorox wipes will be available throughout the week. We will do our best to clean
high touch areas, such as door handles as often as possible. Families are invited to bring their
own personal sanitizer if desired. Families will receive their own set of supplies to reduce or
eliminate the need for sharing items.

Dinner/Snacks
For the safety of all participants, we will not be serving dinner or snacks this year. For families
coming from work/daycare to VBS, South Sanctuary will have tables available for families who
need a place to sit and eat together. Cleaning supplies will be provided for families to wipe down
their tables when finished. Cups will be available at water fountains as needed. Families are
welcome to bring their own water bottles.

Station Rotations
While most of the activities will be located in worship and life, we will have a set of stations to
rotate through. While rotating, pods will still remain in their pods for these activities. These
stations will be set up to maintain social distancing. Station volunteers will maintain social
distancing with all groups.


